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It contained more than 4,000 articles and in-depth coverage of different areas of the human experience. Encarta was well known
for its electronic encyclopedias, including a biographical dictionary of notable people. First released for Windows 3.0 in 1993,
the last version was released in 2009. Encarta moved to the Windows Live suite of services in 2009 and the site became a
collection of MSN properties that include Bing and MSN News. Microsoft Encyclopedia was a term used on the first version of
Encarta, whereas the reference to a Microsoft Encarta in the title of the new service was applied starting with the fourth version
of the service. History 1993–1998: The first version The first version of the product was called Microsoft Encarta and was first
released on CD-ROM. It was released for Microsoft Windows 3.0 in 1993. 1998–2002: PC-based CD-ROMs With the release
of Windows 98, a PC-based version was released. It was updated frequently and in 2002 it became available online for the first
time. 2002–2009: Online version The online version of Encarta was launched on February 18, 2002 for Windows. It was
updated constantly, and was fully customizable through user-submitted content. In 2006, the online Encarta became a collection
of MSN properties that included Bing and MSN News. Microsoft Encyclopedia was a term used on the first version of Encarta,
whereas the reference to a Microsoft Encarta in the title of the new service was applied starting with the fourth version of the
service. In May 2007, the online encyclopedia was redesigned, and features like "Deep Look" articles that allow users to view an
article from multiple angles were added. Encarta ceased to update on May 5, 2009. Notable articles Publication history The first
version of the product was published in 1993 and was available for Microsoft Windows 3.0 and Windows NT 3.51. The most
recent version of the product was released in 2009, for Microsoft Windows XP and Windows 7. The last version of Encarta was
available for a total of five years and seven months. On May 2, 2012, Microsoft announced that the Encarta brand and logo
would be phased out and that the company would instead be known as Microsoft Diversified Technologies, LLC. On August 10,
2016, Microsoft announced that it would be discontinuing the Encarta brand, which would be retired
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